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Such, and much worse, is our condition at present, if I
had leisure or liberty to lay it before you; and, therefore,
the next thing which might be considered is, whether there
may be any probable remedy found, at the least against
some part of these evils; for most of them are wholly
desperate.

But this being too large a subject to be now handled, and
the intent of my discourse confining me to give some direc-
tions concerning the poor of this city, I shall keep myself
within those limits. It is indeed in the power of the law-
givers to found a school in every parish of the kingdom, for
teaching the meaner and poorer sort of children to speak
and read the English tongue, and to provide a reasonable
maintenance for the teachers. This would, in time, abolish
that part of barbarity and ignorance, for which our natives
are so despised by all foreigners: this would bring them to
think and act according to the rules of reason, by which a
spirit of industry, and thrift, and honesty would be intro-
duced among them. And, indeed, considering how small a
tax would suffice for such a work, it is a public scandal that
such a thing should never have been endeavoured, or, per-
haps, so much as thought on.

To supply the want of such a law, several pious persons,
in many parts of this kingdom, have been prevailed on, by
the great endeavours and good example set them by the
clergy, to erect charity-schools in several parishes, to which
very often the richest parishioners contribute the least. In
those schools, children are, or ought to be, trained up to read
and write, and cast accounts ; and these children should, if
possible, be of honest parents, gone to decay through age,
sickness, or other unavoidable calamity, by the hand of
God; not the brood of wicked strollers; for it is by no
means reasonable, that the charity of well-inclined people
should be applied to encourage the lewdness of those profli-
gate, abandoned women, who crowd our streets with their
borrowed or spurious issue.

In those hospitals which have good foundations and rents
to support them, whereof, to the scandal of Christianity,
there are very few in this kingdom; I say, in such hospitals,
the children maintained ought to be only of decayed citizens,
and freemen, and be bred up to good trades. But in these